
TOWN OF WALDEN PLAN

zoning updates public meeting
05.12.2022



agenda

• Background on the Zoning
Updates

• Land Use Policy vs. Zoning
• Overview of the Updates
• Deeper Dive into Town Center 

Zoning
• Other Zoning Updates in

Progress and Next Steps
• Questions and Discussion



background on the zoning updates

• Town of Walden Plan
• First land use plan in over 20 years
• Comprehensive
• Focus on the Taft Highway corridor

• Establishes a vision for the land 
uses and character of future 
development

• Recommends changes to the 
zoning ordinance to allow for 
implementation of the vision



land use policy vs. zoning

POLICY
• How a property 

is envisioned to 
be used or 
designed in the 
future

• Addresses 
multiple issues 
(parks, mobility, 
etc.)

• A guide for
decisions on
zoning, etc.

• Primarily used by 
the RPC

ZONING
• How a property

can be legally
used

• The legal 
requirements and 
standards that 
govern the 
design of 
buildings on a 
property and the 
site around them

• Zoning authority
lies with the
Town Board

VS.



overview of the updates

• Tweak to 2.01 Divisions into Zones
• Adds “Town Center” zoning to list of districts

• Revision to 4.03 Residential Zone (R-1)
• Changed ”Townhouses” to ”Mixed Housing Types” as a Special Use

• Revisions to 8.01 Applications for a Special Permit under (j)
• Adds mix of housing types (townhouses, duplexes, cottage courts)
• Applies to R-1 properties in the Taft Highway focus area
• Updates some of the dimensional standards
• Adds design standards for site layout, buildings, and landscaping



overview of the updates

• Revisions to 4.04 General Commercial Zone (C-1)
• Adds a pre-application conference
• Adds a site and building plan review (geotechnical report, engineered plans, 

building elevations, landscape plans, wastewater/stormwater plans, etc.)
• Updates to some of the dimensional standards (setback)
• Establishes how the new standards would be applied (new construction, 

additions, etc.)
• Adds design standards for site layout, buildings, and landscaping

• Expanded Article 6 Steep Slopes and Escarpment
• Defines moderately steep (15%-25%) and very steep slope areas (greater than 

25%)
• Requires engineered site plan for any portion of a building envelope that is 

within a moderately steep slope area
• Prohibits structures on very steep slope areas



deeper dive into town center zoning

• Replace 4.05 Village Center Zone (VC-1) with new “Town Center 
Zoning”
• Establishes Sub-districts based on the Plan
• Establishes Administrative Procedures for review and approval of development

• Pre-application Conference
• Site and Building Plan Review

• Addresses Permitted Land Uses
• Establishes General Design Standards

• Development Layout
• Streets
• Open Space
• Lots and Buildings

• Establishes standards specific to Sub-districts

• Architectural Design
• Parking and Access
• Landscaping and Screening
• Signage



town center zoning territory and sub-districts
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graphics as well as text
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three ways to implement town center zoning

NEW BASE
ZONE DISTRICT

• A new zoning district  
in Walden’s code that 
includes permitted 
uses and rules for 
development in the 
Town Center

• Could be applied by
the Town or a 
property owner to a 
specific parcel(s)

OVERLAY ZONING
DISTRICT

• Special rules for 
development in the 
Town Center 
”overlay” the base 
zone district of the 
property

• Permitted uses are 
according to the base 
zoning of the parcel

FLOATING ZONE
DISTRICT

• Similar to a base zone 
district that addresses 
everything in one 
place, BUT once 
applied, the district 
“floats” over the
subject area until an
owner elects to apply 
it to their property



three ways to implement town center zoning

NEW BASE
ZONE DISTRICT

• PROS: everything 
addressed in one 
district

• CONS: requires a 
zone change to put in 
place

OVERLAY ZONING
DISTRICT

• PROS: allows you to 
modify the standards 
of the underlying 
“base zone district”

• CONS: requires a 
zone change to put in 
place and land use is 
controlled by the 
“base zone district”

FLOATING ZONE
DISTRICT

• PROS: everything 
addressed in one 
district, does not 
require immediate 
application to a 
property

• CONS: optional—the 
hope is that the mix 
of uses and intensity 
are an incentive



other zoning updates in progress and next steps

• Developing a Tree Preservation 
and Replacement Ordinance

• Updating the Stormwater 
Management Ordinance

• Developing an Exterior Lighting 
Ordinance

NEXT STEPS
• 5/24 – Special Town Board 

Meeting to refer updates to RPC
• 6/13 – RPC consideration
• 6/14 – Town Board action



questions and discussion


